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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
The aim of this study is to examine the views of professors of accounting,
Article History management, and information technology fields on the use of simulated games in
Date Received: 10 January 2025 teaching sustainability concepts in Iranian universities. The qualitative research
Date Revised: 5 April 2025 approach and its method are thematic analysis, and the data were collected through
Date Accepted: 3 June 2025 semi-structured interviews with 9 faculty members from different universities. The
Date published: 6 July 2025 time frame of the study is 2024 AH. Also, to ensure the transparency of the analysis,

the coding steps and examples of codes and themes were documented in MAXQDA
software. The findings of this study showed that the use of simulated games in
sustainability education from the perspective of university professors has multi-
Keywords layered and interdisciplinary dimensions. The main themes extracted included
Simulated games, pedagogy, student skills, and sustainability content, each of which played an
effective role in achieving educational goals in the form of conceptual categories
and subcategories. The findings also showed that the main themes included
i ‘ pedagogy, student skills, and sustainability education. While emphasizing their role
Active learning, as facilitators in the learning process, professors pointed to the effectiveness of
Higher education. games in developing skills such as decision-making, critical thinking, and student
responsibility. Challenges such as limited software resources, lack of time in the
curriculum, and lack of institutional support were identified as barriers to

Sustainability education,
Thematic analysis,

Corresponding Author Email: implementing these methods. Finally, the conceptual model of the research shows

royadarabi@iau.ac.ir that the purposeful and designed use of simulated games can lead to improving the
quality of sustainability education and promoting active learning in Iranian higher
education.
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